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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess the availability of Skool Media Project pillars and facilities for Teaching Biology
in research Federal Unity Colleges in Northern Nigeria.The study used cross-sectional survey research design.
proportionate stratified sampling was used to select the sample size for the study.The instruments used for data
collection was a structured questionnaire named Skool media project questionnaire.The reliability of the instrument
was analyzed using Kuder-Richardson formula 20 and the internal consistency reliability coefficient was 0.84.Data was
analyzed using frequency and percentage. The findings of the study revealed that most of the required Skool media
pillars and facilities for teaching Biology in Federal Unity Colleges in Northern Nigeria were available in the colleges
but only few are not available. The study recommended that; The Federal ministry of Education should direct the
Skool media company as a matter of urgent importance to provide the remaining unavailable necessary Skool media

facilities for teaching.
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Introduction

The use of Skool media project has become a
necessity for improving quality in teaching and
learning. This has been approved in Nigeria by the
Federal Ministry of Education (Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 2014), when it emphasized that, Skool media
project is of paramount importance to the future of
education in the country. The successful
implementation of Skool media in teaching will
immensely contribute to meeting the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and Education for All
(EFA) goals, both of which Nigeria is a signatory at
various international forums. The importance of Skool
media project in classroom instructions are also
attested to by the United Nations Education, Scientific
and Cultural Organizations, (UNESCO), at the
Grunwald Declaration on Media, 2016 in Germany.
The declaration stated that, an increasing number of
people spend time watching television, playing records,
and listening to the radio. As such bringing such to bear
and form part of instruction will be equally accepted by
all. To achieve Education for All (EFA), the Dakar
2015 Declaration called for among other goals,
improved teaching and learning facilities, quality
education for all learners, and not only the best
education for the best few.Nigerian Policy on

Information and Communication  Technology
(NP1CT) is geared towards ensuring the attainment of
qualitative education for the enhancement of
sustainable socio-economic development, global
competitiveness and the individual ability to survive in
the contemporary environment. The hope, accordingly,
of the implementation of the policy is that, it will lead
to speedy transformation of the teaching, learning and
administration of education in Nigeria, thereby leading
to the production of graduates in the education system
that can survive in the contemporary society, sustain
national development and can compete globally (FRN,
2010). The objectives of National Policy on
Information and Communication Technology in
Education are to: facilitate the teaching and learning
processes; promote problem-solving, critical thinking
and innovative skills; promote life-long learning;
enhance the various teaching/learning strategies
required to meet the needs of the population; support
effective and efficient education administration;
enhance universal access to information; and widen
access to education and the range of instructional
options and opportunities from any- where, anytime,
any-pace and any-path of learning (FRN 2014,32-
33).The Federal Ministry of Education is an engine
room of the Nigerian System of Education. It is vested
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with responsibility of coordinating, regulating and
formulating policies in the Nigerian System of
Education. It is in view of this, it entered a private
partnership program (PPP) with the Skool Media in
order to make their contribution in the Nigerian
educational sector so as to meet the new demands of
the 21st century. The organization is to provide
infrastructural support to a range of educational
institution such as digitalization of classrooms, library
upgrade, upgrade of laboratory and teaching software,
capacity building and creations of common
room/training room.

The Federal Ministry of Education launched
phase Il Project of the Skool media in September
2017.at the event, The Director Skool Media Project,
explain the role of Skool Media in the current
technology trend in education, the importance and
benefits lo the advancement of education in Nigeria
through technology However, the road map for the
start-up and implementation (Work plan and
implementation) was presented at the program by the
Director Skool Media project. The objectives of the
Skool media project is to provide a platform for schools
to be globally competitive and adopt technology as a
way of teaching and learning, to provide a platform that
makes teaching and learning process more interactive
and visual, to promote e-learning collaboration among
students, to ensure every Nigerian child can access
technology inclined materials, to build teacher-student
Interactions in Nigerian schools(FME 2017). The
Principals of the concerned Unity Colleges in Northern
rejected the Skool media project in the meeting on
hearing that each student will pay N5000 in each term
for the Skool media project services. The principals
protest against the introduction of the Skool media
project and added that for the parent to even pay the
compulsory school fees is a problem in some Unity
colleges in Northern Nigeria and they are in doubt that
the Skool media project company may not provide the
necessary facilities for the proper take off of the
program. The implementation of this project required
Skool media project sufficient Skool media pillars and
facilities in the unity colleges which was the aim of this
study. This study was centered on the availability of
Skool media project pillars and facilities available for
teaching Biology in the Federal Unity Colleges in
Northern Nigeria.

Availability Of Sachool Media Pillars And Facilities In
Unity Colleges

https://www.ajstme.com.ng

Skool media pillars and facilities availability in
federal unity colleges According to Ngwu (2019), most
Skool media pillars and facilities are not adequately
available in unity schools. This therefore implies that
even though teachers are adequately trained and willing
to impart the knowledge they have to students, they are
blocked from doing so by this lack of Skool media
pillars and facilities. The same research revealed an
insufficient availability of Skool media pillars and
facilities in the unity schools under study. Ajayi (2014)
also reported that biology teachers in unity schools have
always lamented that among the various obstacles to
effective teaching of biology includes lack of upgraded
laboratories and inadequate time allocation. Oludare
Abiodun and Ajayi (2013) also reported that there are
no enough Digital classrooms and libraries have poor
Skool media facilities and equipment and that, supplies
of chemicals and reagents for experiments are quiet
low. Also some unity schools lack laboratory assistance
resulting in the poor maintenance and obsolete nature
of laboratory Skool media facilities. Adepoju (2012)
also reported that the quality of the products of the
education system is daily depreciating due to obsolete,
inadequate or even non-availability of materials. As a
result of this, many science classrooms are
characterized by for the purpose of passing
examination. According to Chika (2012) there is no
general increase in the environments of students who
study biology without a corresponding increase to
Skool media facilities. Adebayo (2015) had earlier
reported that the population of students has continued
to grow every year at the expense of available Skool
media pillars and facilities for their use. there is need
for the Skool media project coordinators to expand or
put in place more facilities to help the existing facilities
not to be over utilized because of the pressure on them.

The relevance of the presence of Skool media
facilities applies to the smooth running of Skool media
project has been severally emphasized in the literature
(Akinsa 2014. Mgbor, 2015). The level of success of
most Skool media on programs is greatly dependent on
the degree of availability and adequacy of up-to-date
pillars and facilities as these form the hub around which
such programs revolve. Longman (2013) explains
available as something that is able to be used or can
easily be found and used. In other words, they are those
resources that are committable or usable upon demand
to perform their designated or required function.
According to Okoro (2012) Skool media facilities and
pillars are very vital in teaching and learning in schools.
Similarly, Awosika (2014) asserts that Skool media
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pillars and facilities are program related in any teaching
program and should be provided in sufficient quantity
to meet the needs of the Skool media project.

Ogbu (2015) also observed that Skool media
pillars and facilities are very important to the successful
implementation of the Skool media project. Writing on
availability of Skool media facilities and academic
achievement Owoeye and Olatunde (2014) opined that
availability of Skool media facilities is a potent factor
to quantitative education. According to them the
importance of provision of Skool media facilities in
teaching and learning in the education sector cannot be
over-emphasized. According to them teachers do the
teaching to make the students learn, but students can
learn without the teachers if the needed Skool media
facilities are available. They added that learning can
occur through one’s interaction with one’s
environment. Environment here refers to the Skool
media pillars that are available to facilitate students
learning.

Availability of Skool media pillars and
facilities is the key to the success of the Skool media
project in any country and it plays a role in making the
project physically viable and achievable and also avail
information about the project and make it accessible. It
is therefore necessary to find out whether Skool media
pillars and facilities are available in the federal unity
colleges in Northern Nigeria.

Objectives of the Study
The Specific Objectives of this study was to:
1. Determine the availability of Skool media
project pillars and facilities in the Federal Unity
Colleges in Northern Nigeria.

Research question
In order to carry out the research, the following research
guestion was formulated in line with the objectives of
the study:
1. What are the available Skool media pillars and
facilities for teaching Biology in Federal Unity
Colleges in Northern Nigeria?

Theoretical Framework

This study was based on Technology Acceptance
Model (TAM) by Davis as cited in Venkatesh, Morris,
Davis, & Davis [2019]. This model provides an
explanation about user acceptance of a technology.
TAM suggests that specific behavior beliefs, perceived
ease of use (EOU) and perceived usefulness (U)
determine on individual’s attitude towards using any

https://www.ajstme.com.ng

new technology. Perceived usefulness is the degree to
which a person believes that using a technology
increase his/her performance, while perceived ease of
use is the degree to which a person believes that using
a technology will be free of efforts and perceived
usefulness is influenced by perceived ease of use. As
postulated in the TAM, usage of technology positively
influences the perception towards using as well as
perceived usefulness and computer self-efficacy has a
significant effort on perceived ease of use. This theory
was used to investigate the availability of Skool media
project pillars and facilities for teaching Biology in the
Federal Unity Colleges in Northern Nigeria.

Method

The design of this study was a cross-sectional survey
research design. Cross-sectional survey research design
is a popular design in education. Survey research
designs are procedures in quantitative research in which
investigators administer a survey to a sample or to the
entire population of people to describe the attitudes,
opinions, behaviors or characteristics of the population.

A proportionate stratified sampling is a method
of sampling in which the investigator divides a finite
population into sub-populations and then applies
random sampling techniques to each sub-population
(Neil, 2010). A proportionate stratified sampling
technique was used because the researcher wants to
treat all the three zones (North East, North West and
North Central) as strata so that all the three zones will
be represented in the study.For the sample size, a Krecie
and Morgan (1970) table of sample size was used to
determine the sample size of one hundred and sixty four
Biology teachers in the twenty nine 29 Federal Unity
Colleges in Northern Nigeria.

The data collection instruments used in this
study were: Structured questionnaires for the named
Skool Media Project Questionnaire(SMP-Q). The
guestionnaire has only one section named sections A
which contains the Question items to be answered by
the respondents.Section A Questionnaire items elicited
information on the availability of the following Skool
media project pillars and facilities such as the digital
classroom, Skool media common room. Teachers
technology experience Centre, overhead projector, slide
projector, Television connected to DSTV which
broadcast educational channels only. Internet/web
environment, Students technology experience Centre
etc. The answers to this section is based on the
respondent to indicate by ticking either (Available/Not
available) of the available facilities. The content
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validity of the instrument is established by two experts
from the Department of Science Education, Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa University Bauchi, who comment and
make corrections on the instrument. The experts were
given draft copies of the instrument and validation
evaluation guide (VEG) to help in the validation. The
final copies of the instrument are produced by including
the corrections suggested by the experts. To ensure the
reliability of the instruments, a trial test was carried out
to assess the reliability of the instruments. 40 copies of
the questionnaire were distributed on a sample of 40
teachers who teach the Biology in various Unity
Colleges in Southern Geopolitical Zone. The Southern
Geopolitical Zone was not part of the study area but was

https://www.ajstme.com.ng

deemed to possess similar characteristics with Northern
Unity Colleges.

The researcher administered the instrument
once and the data were collected and analyzed using
Kuder-Richardson formula 20 and The internal
consistency reliability coefficient was found to be
0.84.The data was collected using questionnaire and
were analyzed using percentages. This is appropriate
because the Question items have only two response
options (Available/Not available) Responses that have
a percentage score of 50% and above were rated
positive(available) while percentage score below 50%
were rated negative (not available)

Result

Table 1 shows the Percentage of the availability of skool media pillars and facilities for teaching
Biology in the Federal Unity Colleges are available.

S/N Items Available Not Available % Decision

1. Skool media Common room 77.2% 1.98% 100%  Awvailable

2. Overhead Projector 90.8% 9.17% 100%  Awvailable

3. Digital Classroom 55.6% 44.4% 100%  Awvailable

4, Slide projector 56.0% 4.9% 100%  Available

5. Teachers technology Experience 0% 100% 100%  Not Available
center

6. Electronic Board 50.75 49.2% 100%  Awvailable

7. Multimedia Computer 0% 100% 100% Not Available

8. Computer system 60.4% 9.6% 100%  Awvailable

9. Internet/Web Environment 52.6% 47.3% 100%  Awvailable

10.  Training and consultancy services 50.3% 49.2% 100% Available

11.  Filmstrip 0% 100% 100%  Not Available

12.  Capacity building room 0% 100% 100%  Not Available

13.  Video camera 94.2% 5.8% 100%  Awvailable

14.  Well-equipped laboratory 0% 100% 100%  Not Available

15.  Students Technology Experience 60.4% 39.6% 100%  Awvailable
center

16.  Telephone /Intercom 47.2% 50.7% 100% Not Available

17.  Television connected to DSTV 52.2% 47.8% 100%  Awvailable
which broadcast only educational
Channels

18.  Well- equipped Library 30.4% 69.5% 100%  Not Available

19.  Opaque Projector 44.4% 55.6% 100%  Not Available

20.  Microphone/ Speaker system 55.0% 44.4% 100% Awvailable

Discussion

The findings indicated that Most of the Skool media
project pillars and facilities for teaching Biology are
available in the Federal unity colleges in Northern
Nigeria.This finding agrees with the submission of
Bashire and Dare (2013) that ICT facilities are readily
available in secondary schools. It also corroborates the

finding of Ndubuisi (2016) that ICT facilities are
available in the schools especially in the public schools.

Conclusion

This study investigated the availability of the
Skool media project pillars and facilities for teaching
Biology in the Federal unity colleges in Northern
Nigeria. The findings indicated that most of the required
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Skool media project pillars and facilities for the
effective teaching of Biology in the Federal Unity
Colleges of Northern Nigeria are available but only few
are not.

Recommendations

In the light of the findings of this study, the
following recommendations are made: The Federal
ministry of Education should direct the Skool media
company as a matter of urgent importance to provide
the unavailable necessary Skool media facilities for
teaching Biology in the Federal Unity Colleges of
Northern Nigeria.
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